
Richard Hyckes, (?)1524-1621 - a biography 

 
Hyckes is first mentioned at Barcheston at the baptism of his second child, his 
daughter, Alice, in October 1567; neither he nor a family of that name can be found in 
the parish before then.1 In 1570 William Sheldon’s will gave him use of the family’s 
manor house there, rent-free on condition that he organized the weaving of arras, 
tapestry and a selection of cloth fabrics. A seventeenth century antiquary, Anthony 
Wood (1632-95) of Oxford, who saw ‘fine tapestries’ woven by Hyckes, stated, 
without identifying his sources, that Hyckes had been sent by Ralph Sheldon to 
Holland to serve a tapestry weaver’s apprenticeship and settled at Barcheston, 
Warwickshire on his return.2 The tapestries mentioned are always assumed to be the 
tapestry maps, on which Hyckes’ name appears; but since it appears both in the 
Elizabethan originals and in the seventeenth century copies, Wood’s comment is 
scarcely helpful.  Nevertheless, on the basis of these rather unclear, and otherwise 
unsubstantiated remarks, Hyckes has been regarded as English; since he was forty and 
more when he first came to Barcheston, it seems more probable he was an émigré 
Fleming. His wife’s name is uncertain, recorded in the Visitation of 1634 as Ann 
Ingram; Barcheston parish registers say that Margaret, his wife, was buried in 1611,3 
having given him four children.4 His own parentage was not noted. 
 
 Appointed queen’s arrasmaker in 1569, and confirmed in 1575, he was 
relieved of the post in 1609.5 His duties consisted of repairing the royal collection of 
tapestries, rather than new weaving, at the Great Wardrobe, south west of St Paul’s 
London. Although the accounts for the arras men’s expenses suggest that he did not 
take up his duties in person until 1584, in fact he was paid for work for another 
department, the Stables, on six occasions before that date; he retired from active 
service in 1588, but continued to supply materials until 1606/07.6 Simultaneously he 
directed Sheldon’s venture at Barcheston, the success of which is uncertain.7 Apart 
from his name in the tapestry Maps woven for the Sheldon family, his achievements 
are unknown. It is a later suggestion that he executed a commission for the earl of 
Leicester, weaving the three armorial tapestries which still survive; the documentary 
references are ambiguous.8 Very little else is known about Hyckes as a tapestry 
weaver. 
 
 He went to law on his own account, once to obtain payment from a client, Sir 
George Calveley,9 the second time to claim payment of a debt due to him of which he 
had been defrauded.10 His other known court appearances were as Sheldon’s 
‘servant’, in connection with the right to the presentation to the rectory of Stretton on 
Fosse,11 and, less clearly, in another case, where the plaintiff, claimed intimidation by 
Hyckes.12 Miscellaneous other services were requested of both Richard and Francis 
(q.v.), his son, in the two years, 1586-88, covered by the personal account book of 
Ralph Sheldon, son of their  benefactor, William.13  When Sir Thomas Cornwallis 
wished for a coach with good suspension enabling him to ride in comfort round his 
park, he wrote that amongst those in London who might be consulted on its design 
was ‘master Sheldons Arras worker also can saie as much in it as eny man, who I 
heare is verye connyng in the devise of many thinges.’14   
 
 In 1621 Richard died, aged 97, and was buried at Barcheston;  his will was 
witnessed by William Bulwer, vicar of Barcheston, and three Shipston men, William 



Diston, Thomas Dowler and Erasmus Banburie.15 His wearing apparel, the bed 
furniture, books and other implements in the study totalling £20.13s. 4d., together 
with the remainder of two leases valued at £161,16 went to Francis because ‘his 
children had had portions of him’, an odd comment since only Alice and Francis are 
known to have survived infancy. Alice married Cuthert Huckvale in 1588 and may 
have been living in Brailes; their son was briefly employed in the Great Wardrobe.17  
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