Francis Hyckes, (?)1566- 1631 — a biography

Little of the information recorded in the genealogy of the family presented to the
Heralds’ Visitations of Worcestershire in 1634 and 1682-83, or that in Anthony
Wood’s account, can be substantiated.! Son of Richard Hyckes, Francis’ date of birth
— 1566 - is deduced from the date of his matriculation at St Mary Hall, Oxford, in
1579; the place is unknown, but the fact that he was given a name belonging in the
Sheldon family suggests it was probably within the family’s sphere of influence.? He
took his degree in April 1583; at Michaelmas 1584 he entered service in the Great
Wardrobe, a department of the royal household in London which repaired the
sovereign’s collection of tapestries, serving as its head from 1588, having been
associated in survivorship with his father from 1575.% His name ceased to head the list
of Great Wardrobe workers after 1603/04; like his father earlier, he appointed
deputies. Absence of his name led to the suggestion that it was at this time that he
returned to Barcheston to run the works there, even though the parish records suggest
that he had never been long absent. His formal resignation from the royal post came in
1609. It is possible that his name was woven into the Elizabethan tapestry Map of
Oxfordshire, since it appears in the second, later weaving. There is no evidence for
other tapestry commissions.

.. His wife, identified in the Worcestershire Visitation of 1634
| as Elizabeth Mundy of Bagshot, Surrey, was buried at
Barcheston in 1617.° Three children were baptised there,
Richard in 1594, Margaret in 1595, William in 1596, the
youngest, Thomas, in Shipston in 1599.° Margaret also
| baptised her children in Barcheston, and had married
William Crofte of Sutton under Brailes.” Francis himself is
said to have died in 1630 at the home of a kinsman and to
have been buried at Sutton under Brailes.® No will survives.
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Details of his later life are scant and sit awkwardly with his position in the
Great Wardrobe. Described many years later by Wood as ‘enjoying a country
retirement’, he seems to have employed his time writing and translating. Lucian’s
Dialogues for use in schools was printed and two other texts were given to
Christchurch Oxford by his son, Thomas.? Francis briefly held a lease of land at
Chastleton, almost certainly as a favour to the Sheldons.”® He must have moved to
Shipston on Stour where he was twice taxed; first in 1600 when he was assessed on
the basis of having £1 in goods, on which he paid 8s. and again in 1610 when he was
assessed on the basis of goods worth £5.™ He served on a jury in a local dispute at
Moreton in Marsh in 1607, and stood bail for a neighbour’s appearance in court in
1611." He made a gift to the organ fund of Worcester cathedral in 1613, as did most
local notables.*®* According to the prosecution of another case in 1616, he had become
involved in an affray at Shipston; he also witnessed a deed concerning the uses of
land belonging to the parish church there in 1619.* His sister Alice had married
Cuthert Huckvale in 1588 and may have been living in Brailes.



If indeed Francis is the son of an immigrant, his life is an example of
integration into English society, revealed in his descendants’ attempt, albeit
unsuccessful, to claim the right to the use of arms.*
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War and The History of Herodian are Ms 156 and 157; his grammar was first printed
in 1633.
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